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Fusing Japanese, American and European designs

together has been at the forefront of Rumi Bunya’s

business, which can make the most of any space

COSMOPOLITAN HIDEAWAY



Living HOMES & INTERIORS | 51

HEALA TH

At 22, having completed a degree English
and American literature, Rumi Bunya left
her native Japan to live in Los Angeles

hoping to break into the world of theatre and film.
But, inspired by lavish film sets at Sony Pictures
Studios, she changed course and studied interior
design instead.

“I auditioned for the main role in Memoirs of
a Geisha. I didn’t get the part but I was asked to
be a studio teacher – interpreting for the young
girl playing the child – so I was on set every day.
The film set was amazing. There was obvious
attention to detail and I could feel the research
that had gone into recreating what it was like to
live in Japan all those years ago.”

By the time she was done with the movie Rumi
had decided to abandon auditions and she applied
to study interior design at UCLA, the University
of California in Los Angeles.

“I had always liked design and space planning,
using space more efficiently so my hobby extended
and became my profession.”

Ten years on Rumi has experience of working
across cultures – fusing elements of Japanese,
American and European styles. She worked with
designers in both Los Angeles and London before
setting up her own Midlands based design company
Rumi Bunya Design last year.

Japanese houses tend to be small and because
they don’t have much space they like their designs
to be clutter free and as simple as possible, and it
has shaped Rumi’s approach to space planning.

“I am a big fan of storage space. There is never
enough,” she says. “Japan established my style
but in many ways Japan is years behind the States
and the UK in interior design.”

Americans like clean lines in interior design
and the California properties she worked on, like
a Major League baseball player’s holiday home,
were large and modern, but Rumi loves to blend
contemporary and traditional and here in England
she has had plenty of scope to do just that.

“California does not do traditional design so it
was a new discovery for me. I prefer the UK style
– it is more interesting. I like to mix contemporary
and traditional and I love to introduce some antique
furniture which makes the whole design deeper.”
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When she arrived in London in 2007 Rumi first
worked for a kitchen and bathroom company where
she honed her skill in the technical side of design.
At the same time she signed up to a design course
at the Inchbald School of Design and received her
diploma in 2009. Then she moved on to work
for an Italian furniture company, and finally for
London/Japan-based interior designer Noriko
Sawayama. With her compatriot, she worked on
high end residential projects as well as commercial
projects, including a spa hotel in Japan.

“One of the London projects was to design a
four story new-build home with six bedrooms
with en suites, home offices, wine cellar and
amazing amenities such as spa, pool, jacuzzi, gym,
cinema and game rooms. Another was a lovely,
lovely Victorian home in Hampstead. The owners
already had an art collection and they wanted to
incorporate the artwork in the overall design. It
was very stylish.”

Rumi had moved to London with her husband
who had come here to study law, and when he
completed his studies they moved to Yorkshire
when Rumi was pregnant with the first of her three
children. Six years ago the family moved to West
Midlands with her husband’s job, and Rumi spent
time focusing on her young family.

She designed their own home with toddlers in
tow, which she admits was “quite stressful”, and
she also took on a second project buying a small

investment property to renovate and decorate
before selling it on again.

“It was mostly cosmetic fixes but I removed one
wall, which was the only structural change I made.
It was a 1950s property with a main entrance and
a side entrance extension. There was a narrow
corridor internally so I removed the wall to create
a large living area and open it up so that it was
light and bright.

“As soon as we put it on the market after the
refurbishment we received multiple offers. It just
shows what you can do when you make improvements
to raise the value of your property.”

As she establishes her business in the Midlands,
Rumi is happy to take on any size project from
small interior design to full scale renovations.

“A lot of people are reluctant to hire an interior
designer – they know they need an architect or a
builder – but they think they can do the design on
their own. And maybe they can, but sometimes it
helps to get a professional opinion. For me, it isn’t
all about aesthetics and ‘wow factors’. Designing
a space with the appropriate amount of planning
can actually change the way people feel when
they enter it.

“Clients can get as involved as much as they
like. Some people have funds but don’t have time,
or a client can be a stay at home mum who just
wants a nice family home that is both practical
and beautiful.”

Ideally Rumi says she likes to be involved in a
project at it earliest stages because many of the
crucial decisions are made when you are deciding
where everything will go including the sockets
and light fittings.

“These are decisions you need to get right
first time because they can’t be easily changed.
It is crucial they are spot on. I always think the
floor plan is the most important part of a design.
Everyone has different needs and preferences and
it is important to know about their lifestyle so we
can suggest ways to meet the requirements in the
layout. Even if you are planning fitted furniture, you
should decide on this at the same time as you plan
the layout. Fitted furniture should become part of
the architecture rather than bolted on at the end.”

Going back to her Japanese roots, Rumi says:
“My strength is in space planning, maybe because I
lived in Japan dealing with small scale spaces. If I
saw space being wasted, I saw it as an opportunity
for improvement. An efficient use of space makes
a room feel larger. When I design I want everyone
to feel comfortable in a space that is uncluttered.”

T: 07506 349 018
E: info@rumibunya.com
W: rumibunya.com
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